CHAPTER XIX.

THE    CONQUESTS   OF    SAN   FERNANDO   AND   JAYME
EL  CONQUISTADOR.

EVERYONE femembers how King John of England de-
tached Philippe Auguste of France from supporting the
claims of Arthur of Brittany, by offering his eldest son,
Louis the Lion, the hand of one of the daughters of
Eleanor, the eldest English princess, Queen of Castille.
The rights that this lady might have brought with her,
seem, from an English point of view, hardly valuable
enough to be a temptation at the time, though as it
proved they almost gave Louis the crown of England;
but probably what Philippe thought most of at the time
was the great Acquitainian inheritance in the south.
His ambassadors were sent to fetch the bride from
among Alfonso IX.'s daughters. The two elder were
equally fair and good, but one was named Berenguela
and the other Blanca ; and the messengers, with true
French hatred of an unpronounceable name, took the
lady whom they could call Blanche, and carried her
home to become one of the noblest and best of queens
of France.

Philippe must have regretted the selection, for
Berenguela was soon the nearest to the crown of
Castille. The peninsular kings, being all descended
from Sancho II. of Navarre, were closely related, and
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